Travellers in India

four sons prepared to clutch at the throne.
Dara, the eldest, who was at Delhi, assumed the
functions of government; Shu]a, who was
governor of Bengal, proclaimed himself empe-
ror, and, having struck coins to that effect,
started for Agra with a large army; at Ahmeda-
bad Morad Bakhsh likewise put on imperial
dignity, struck coins, and assaulted Surat.
Aurangzib, alone of the four, hastened slowly.
Though the deepest and most far-seeing
schemer of them all, for the time he betrayed
no sign of ambition, After watching events for
a short time, he led his army of the Deccan to
the Narbudda, and put himself at the service
of Morad Bakhsh, the weakest of the four
brothers.

A peculiar defect in the Mogul theory of the
constitution made such a lamentable struggle
not only possible, but inevitable. No law, and
scarcely any convention, existed which regu-
lated the succession to the throne. Civilised
though the Mogul empire was, it was yet
in general the most vigorous scrambler, the
most unscrupulous intriguer, among an Em-
peror's sons, who ascended his father's throne.
Though we can see that it had worked some
small degree towards a dim conception of the
meaning of primogeniture, and its application
to^kingship, this partial enlightenment counted
for nothing in practice.* Shah Jahan himself

* An anecdote is told of Jahangir, which supplies a curious proof of the
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